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President’s Message
I would like to report about one of the most significant developments to 
affect our club in decades. A special committe was appointed by me to 
review the buy-back of the redevelopment loan the encumbered our club 
after the 2001 fire to the sum of over $1.3 million dollars. The committee, 
chaired by Chris Rehemeyer, with Ute Nelson, Heinz Wegener and Dennis 
Mueller researched, deliberated, and successfully bid on the buy-back of 
the mortgage owned by the city of San Jose.  These dedicated servants 
of the Verein are commended for keeping me apprised of the situation 
and developing a success strategy that will go down in club history as 
one of the biggest success stories.  Let me share with you some of the 
more cogent points as reported by our committee: 
 � After the fire, the city gave us a development grant & loan to rebuild
 � The loan used our clubhouse as collateral and was a 30-year 

mortgage on our building
 � The value of the mortgage with interest accrued is over $1.3 million
 � The interest increases monthly
 � With the dissolving of the city Redevelopment Agency, the agency 

had to sell off mortgages they held and ours was put up for public bid
 � The board determined to bid on our mortgage
 � Factors to determine amount of bid:

 » The city could reject any bid that they considered too low
 » We had to go high enough to overbid any competition
 » We wanted to keep the bid as low as reasonable

 � The club bid $32,056 and the bid was accepted by the city
 � The upshot of winning the bid is

 » We now own our building free and clear
 » The club has no debt
 » We bought back our mortgage for 2 cents on the dollar

As you can see, we have been blessed again by all the hardwork our 
members put out on behalf of the Verein.  On this very positive note I 
wish you all a wonderful rest of the summer. 

Regards, Albert Zimmermann

Upcoming Events
Wiener Café
We are looking forward to a 
great time celebrating our annual 
Wiener Cafe including recognizing our 
long-time members. Ladies wear your 

“Sonntagsnachmittagsspaziergangsommerhut”! 

DATE: Sunday, August 20, 2017
TIME: Doors open 1:30 p.m. 
MUSIC: Provided by Bill Bly from 2-6 p.m.
ENTERTAINMENT: By Margaret, Mark, & Michelle Bubert
FOOD: Cake and coffee will be served
ADMISSION: $15 per person
RESERVATIONS: Make reservations by August 15. We will 
have a sign-up sheet at our August meeting.
INFORMATION & TICKETS: Contact Hildegard Wehner  
at 408.246.4644

Special Announcements
German Heritage Soccer Night
Come out this fall on OCTOBER 22, 2017, for German 
Heritage Soccer night with San Jose Earthquakes at 
Avaya stadium, to show the Bay Area that the German 
community is thriving within the fabric of Northern 
California. 

Doors open at 11am and the game starts at 1pm, 
so come early and stay longer to enjoy the 
atmosphere. Ticket and souvenir T-shirt package 
$30.00 per person.  This event supports the German 
/Swiss/Austrian communities and the South Bay 
Deutscher Schulverein.  Tickets available from Albert 
Zimmermann who will arrange check payment and 
seating together with your friends and family.  For 
tickets see Albert or contact him at 408.210.9491 or 
AlbertZimmer@yahoo.com

German Day Oktoberfest by the Bay 
Tickets are available from Albert Zimmermann for 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24.  Advance tickets cost only $5.00 
(at the door over $20.00). See Albert or contact him at 
408.210.9491 or AlbertZimmer@yahoo.com

JULY - No club functions.

AUGUST
4 Membership Meeting

20 Wiener Cafe

SEPTEMBER
1 Membership Meeting

OCTOBER
6 Membership Meeting

NOVEMBER
3 Membership Meeting

DECEMBER
2 Membership Meeting 

with Christmas Luncheon
9 Choir Christmas Concert

2017 Calendar
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Birthdays
July

Rajkumar Agarwal
Matthew Horst 

Blackburn
Ursula Christiansen

Mark Cihlar
Edith Davenport
Rosa M. Genys
Eugenie Kippes

Eric Kohler
Gerhard Lueneburger
Rosemary McKinney

Reinhard Meier
Hedy Peller

Heinz Plischke
John E. Poole

Maria Ramirez
Margarete Rechkemmer

Chris Rehmeyer
Carolyn Schmidt

Irene Stock
Stephanie Tuma

Al Wedel
Sigrid Wegener

Ann Werle
Heinz F. Werle

Manfred Werner
Gerda Wicklow

James Zimmerman

August
Mark Bubert
Karen Buck

Michael Eames
Leilani Eames
Claire Gerwulf

April H. Halberstadt
Ursula Hoffmeister

George Hoss
Daniel Ivarson

Armin J. Kippes
Helmut Krauss
Ingrid Kruger
Sylvia Kuhne

Ilse Lyon
Elfriede Maitland

John Mermis
Edith Meyer

Donald L. Neely
Anni Patrus

Helmut Schott
Sigrid J. Sikora
Leona Snyder

Linda Teter
Agnes Vierhaus

Klaus Vorrath
Sony Wehner
Reinhard Wolf

Randy Zimmerman

Department News
Schützen
A number of our members attended the Schüzenfest 
in Anaheim on May 27. All of us had a great time on 
that weekend.

Anaheim made the first place on the competition 
shooting on Sunday. The second place was decided 
after two shoot outs between the Las Vegas men and 
the Germania Schützen. After the third try Germania 
prevailed and the third place went to Las Vegas.

Our regular meetings and target shooting are usually 
on the LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 10:00 AM. Board 
meeting at 10am, 10:30am is target shooting, 12:30pm 
is lunch (bring some to share) and at 1:30pm, we will 
have our membership meeting. The next meeting is 
scheduled for AUGUST 27.

Gut Schuß, Werner Springer

Choir
The tables in the 
Germania Hall were 
full as the singers of 
your Germania Choir 
presented a lively program of songs 
of the sea at our Spring Concert on May 7. 

Many of those songs you recognized and sang along 
with. The choir is now on its summer break, but that 
does not mean we have nothing to do. Our members 
will enjoy our ANNUAL CHOIR PICNIC at the Elderton’s on 
JULY 30, where we will feast on the delicious sausages 
from Dittmer Bubert’s well-known gourmet meats 
store and relax in the pool and spa. On AUGUST 20 
we will sing a few waltzes to the crowd at the club’s 
annual WIENER CAFÉ event in Germania Hall. 

After our summer break we will begin our WEEKLY 
TUESDAY EVENING PRACTICES AGAIN ON SEPTEMBER 12 in 
preparation for our popular Christmas Concert, to be 
held on December 9. If you have a desire to join our 
choir, we encourage you to stop in and try us out at 
one of our sessions in the fall. We welcome all singers 
regardless of age, gender, or level of singing (or of 
German language) proficiency.

Our weekly two-hour practices are held EVERY TUESDAY 
EVENING AT 7:30 PM in Germania Hall (sometimes 
upstairs). You can get more information about the 
choir from Edith Meyer 408.379.6540 or from me 
408.997.3309

William “Woody” Woodcock

Carnival
Our group is on recess until next season in November. 

Alaaf and Helau, Klaus Vorrath

Dance Group

Please join us for more fun at our historic dance hall 
on FRIDAY, AUGUST 25 AT 8:00PM. Come early, relax in our 
biergarten and enjoy the cold beer and refreshments 
at Ludwigs beforehand.

Congratulations to the dance group department 
members we are welcoming to the Germania Verein 
family. Everyone is welcome to join us. As always, stay 
tuned for our meeting times, rehearsal information, 
and event details. You may also reach us at 415.572.6490 
or at germaniatanzgruppe@gmail.com. 

Auf gehts! Stephen Goth

Skat
e are still looking for players who want 

to play this German card game. Anyone, 
experienced or not, is welcome to join. Please 

note: we are now meeting on TUESDAYS AT 7:30PM 
upstairs and hope to see you there. 

Gut Blatt, Klaus Glimski

Kaffeeklatsch
Our calendar shows the second half of the year 
has already started and the high summer season 
goes by fast. Our next meetings will be held 
on AUGUST 8 and SEPTEMBER 12. We discussed a 
change of the meeting days and I brought this 
idea to the Board of Directors and there was no 
objection. However, not enough members wanted 
the change, so we will continue as usual on the  
SECOND TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH. 

I hope to 
see you all 
on the 8th of 
August.

Edith 
Meyer
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Club Contacts

Germania Verein
261 North 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95112

GermaniaVerein@aol.com � 408.275.9308
www.germaniaverein.org

Board of Directors
PRESIDENT Albert Zimmerman � 408.281.8949
VICE PRESIDENT Dennis Mueller �408.246.4644

SECRETARY Ute Nelson � 408.241.2926
TREASURER Chris Rehmeyer � 408.249.3047

Directors
Laura Frazer � 408.529.4377

Martina Keim � 408.250.5560
Tricia Nelson � 408.529.8295
Carl Schmidt � 408.718.5413

Departments
CHOIR Melissa Guerrero � 831.905.0508

CARNIVAL Georg Breitling � 408.448.5084
DANCE Stephen Goth � 415.572.6490

KAFFEEKLATSCH Edith Meyer � 408.379.6540
LANGUAGE Albert Zimmermann � 408.281.8949

SHOOTING Georg Breitling � 408.448.5084
SKAT Klaus Glimski � 408.269.5091

Committees
AIELLO Reinhard Wolf � 408.847.3920

BAR Marianne/Wilhelm Grotheer � 408.253.5218
FESTIVITIES Open Position

MEMBERSHIP Ute Nelson � 408.241.2926
PURCHASING Open Position

REFRESHMENTS Hildegard Wehner � 
408.246.4644

RENOVATIONS Edmund Loens � 408.446.4140
RESTAURANT LIAISON Hermann Rehmeyer � 

408.249.3047
SUNSHINE Jutta Kiel � 408.241.4132

Newsletter
EDITOR Susanne Ivarson � 707.292.5470

nachrichten@germaniaverein.org

German Pioneers
Learn about our German ancestors who have 

contributed to this area since 1841. Visit  
www.germanamericanpioneers.org or  
contact Maria Brand at 408.270.4888.

Department News
Language

e are meeting EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY 
at Hardy’s in Sunnyvale. We have round 

table discussions where 
we practice our German skills, 
fluent or not. Please call me at 
408.210.9491 for meeting times. 

Albert Zimmermann

Historical Society of Germania
The Historical Society’s primary project continues to 
be the publishing of a 350-page book titled “Germania 
San Jose: The Early German Heritage in Silicon 
Valley”. This colorful coffee-table style book features 
numerous historical photos from the bustling period 
of South Bay development beginning roughly in the 
mid-1800’s.

After our meeting with Consul Patrick Heinz, Consul 
for Cultural and Press Affairs at the German Consulate 
in San Francisco, we have had no further connections 
with his contacts. He confirmed that it is not part of 
the Consulate’s charter to serve as publisher of a book, 
so we are still seeking an organization to serve merely 
as passive banker in the processing of the project’s 
cash flow, since the main club does not permit us to 
be a banker in a commercial project. Our project flow 
diagram has been refined to better show how we 
will perform nearly all project functions except the 
simplest banking input and output functions. We will 
do the bookkeeping. 

The task of editing and designing the manuscript 
continues with a goal of being ready for printing 
by autumn. Anyone who is interested in joining us 
in our mission to promote the history of German-
speaking immigration in the South Bay can call me 
at 408.997.3309 for more information. Meetings are 
announced whenever they are needed to support 
important project events.

William “Woody” Woodcock

Committee News
Sunshine
Many of our Germania Family 
Members enjoyed our annual 
Picnic in the Vasona Park; the 
weather was great and most 
importantly the company. A big 
THANK YOU to everyone who made 
this day so special. 

Our next function will be the 
Wiener Café; please come to 
share a pleasant afternoon with 
your friends, and make the new 
members feel welcome.

Very special SUNSHINE to our 
Germania Family Members who 
are under the weather and need 
our support; we are thinking of 
you and wish you a very speedy 
recovery, looking forward to 
seeing you at our next function.

Jutta Kiel

Membership
elcome to our newest 

members RONALD WIPFLER 
and TANIF STEPHENSON. We 

are looking forward to seeing you 
at our events.

We are sorry to report that we 
have lost one of our long-time 
members, MANFRED MÜLLER, who 
had moved to Florida several years 
ago. He will be missed.

Ute Nelson

May your day  
be filled with 

good thoughts, 
kind people, and 
happy moments.



Department 
Meetings

Carnival
Every 2nd Monday of the month at 10a.m.

Choir
Every Tuesday at 7:30p.m.

Dance Group
Last Friday of the month at 8p.m.

Hiking
No hikes scheduled presently.

Historical Society
Details coming soon.

Kaffeeklatsch
Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12p.m.

Language Group
Stammtisch meets every other Wednesday.

Call for additional event dates.

Skat
Every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:30p.m.

Schützen
Meetings are on the same day as
the target shooting which is the

last Sunday of the month at 10a.m.

Germania Verein, Inc. 
261 North 2nd Street  

San Jose, CA 95112
www.germaniaverein.org
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Sommer,
bist im Jahr die schönste Zeit,

zeigst dich von deiner besten Seite,
trägst ein zartes wundersames Kleid,

von sagenhafter Art und Weite.

Sommer,
lässt unser Land erhellen,

mit Sonnenschein und warmer Luft,
bringst als Quelle aller Quellen,

uns'rer Mutter Erde frischen Duft.

Sommer,
wirst geliebt von Mensch und Tier,

auch Pflanzen können dich nicht missen,
bist ein stetes Lebenselixier,

das alle hier zu schätzen wissen.



Germania Picnic ~ June 4, 2017
Thank you for joining all your Germania friends at our annual picnic. 
Everyone had a great time. Please stay healthy and happy so we can 
have wonderful time next year again. Thanks to everyone who helped.








