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President’s Message
Germania has many new announcements. Together, the existing and 
new components of our club will make us stronger and more diverse. 

We have a History Department who is going to get a book published, 
Germania San Jose: The Early German Heritage Of Silicon Valley. We have a 
Dance Department working on new events and gatherings for everyone’s 
pleasure. As we approach midway through the year we still have the 
Wiener Cafe in August as our next Verein event, and we just celebrated 
our Club Picnic thanks to Hildegard Wehner and her team. And with 
some disbelief imagine that soon after summer we will be partying with 
the Schützen at their Grünkohlessen, and singing Carols with the Choir 
and at our Holiday meeting. And that means Karneval in Las Vegas will 
not be far behind. I will see you there!

The Ludwig’s restaurant is open and this means new opportunities and 
also some challenges we will solve together. Food and drink and events 
at the Verein will be easier to handle. Members will receive 10% off 
personal purchases with the newly issued membership card. 

The Sprachgruppe comes back soon to Germania and I will ask Ludwig’s 
for a Stammtisch - so stay tuned. Because of members’ request we 
will hold the membership meetings in the hall again, but all alcoholic 
beverages need to be purchased from the restaurant. We will not offer 
coffee in the hall either. A light snack will be offered and soda and water 
can be purchased with Germania green ticket. If the upstairs is open, beer 
and wine can be purchased with green tickets and consumed upstairs 
only, before or after the meeting. 

Check out the newly designed website germaniaverein.org. Our 
webmaster Susanne Ivarson worked very hard on this project, so THANK 

YOU! An added method to stay informed is our new 
Facebook page so please “like” it. 

Last call for Oktoberfest by the Bay German Day $5.00 
tickets on Sunday (normally $20 at the door). The 
event takes place on September 25th, in San Francisco, 
at Pier 48.  

There is a date change for German Heritage soccer 
night at Avaya Stadium so save the date for October 
16th and please contact me with your interest so I 
can keep you informed. Both these events promote 
German solidarity in our community and the soccer 
night is a fundraiser for the German Saturday school.  
Email albertzimmer@yahoo.com or leave message on 
408.210.9491 with your name and number of tickets 
you need and I will contact you to reconfirm. 

As you can see, there is so much going on, so have a 
great summer ... enjoy! 

Albert Zimmermann

July - The club is closed during July.

August
5 Membership Meeting

21 Vienna Café - Dance

september
2 Membership Meeting

OctOber
7 Membership Meeting

NOvember
4 Membership Meeting

12 Fall Dance

December
3 Membership Meeting 

with Christmas Luncheon
11 Choir Christmas Concert

2016 Calendar
Upcoming Events
Wiener café
The Wiener Café will be an exciting event. Ladies wear 
your “Sonntagsnachmittagsspaziergangsommerhut”! 
The best looking hat will win a prize!

Date: Sunday, August 21, 2016
time: Doors open 1:30 p.m. 
music: Provided by Bill Bly from 2-6 p.m.
eNteRtaiNmeNt: By Margaret, Mark, & Michelle Bubert
FooD: Cake and coffee will be served
aDmissioN: $15 per person
ReseRvatioNs: Make reservations by August 15
iNFoRmatioN & tickets: Contact Hildegard Wehner 
at 408.246.4644 or Ute Nelson at 408.241.2926
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Birthdays

July
Rajkumar Agarwal

Matthew Blackburn
Ursula Christiansen

Mark Cihlar
Edith Davenport

Rosa Genys
Eugenie Kippes

Eric Kohler
Gerhard Lueneburger
Rosemary McKinney

Reinhard Meier
Hedy Peller

Heinz Plischke
John Poole

Maria Ramirez
Margarete Rechkemmer

Chris Rehmeyer
Carolyn Schmidt

Irene Stock
Stephanie Tuma

Al Wedel
Sigrid Wegener

Ann Werle
Heinz Werle

Manfred Werner
Gerda Wicklow

August
Mark Bubert
Karen Buck

Leilani Eames
Michael Eames
Claire Gerwulf

April Halberstadt
Ursula Hoffmeister

George Hoss
Daniel Ivarson
Armin Kippes
Irma Kletke

Helmut Krauss
Ingrid Kruger

Ilse Lyon
Elfriede Maitland

John Mermis
Edith Meyer

Donald Neely
Anni Patrus

Helmut Schott
Sigrid Sikora
Leona Snyder

Agnes Vierhaus
Klaus Vorrath
Sony Wehner
Reinhard Wolf

Department News
choir

hanks to club members for a nice turnout in 
mid-May for our annual spring concert.  A full 

hall enjoyed our choral program, Bill Bly’s dance 
music, and a tasty light dinner provided by the hall’s 
new restaurant tenant, Ludwig’s.  

In early August choir members and family will once 
again gather at the Elderton’s for our very popular 
annual choir picnic, especially enjoying Dittmer 
Bubert’s array of grilled sausages. Then at mid-August 
we will be performing beloved Viennese tunes at the 
club’s annual Wiener Café.   

After our summer break, we begin our weekly two-
hour practices again on septembeR 13 eveRy tuesDay 
eveNiNg at 7:30 iN geRmaNia Hall.  We welcome anyone 
wishing to join our thirty-member choir, regardless 
of age, gender, or level of singing proficiency.  Fluent 
German is not required. You can get more information 
about joining the choir from Edith 408.379.6540 or me 
408.997.3309.

William “Woody” Woodcock

Historical society of germania
We are presently evaluating options for establishing 
an official publisher for our progressing book project 
titled Germania San Jose: The Early German Heritage in 
Silicon Valley. One option includes being our own self-
publisher.

At our latest meeting we reviewed a finished 
manuscript in book form (with photos) of part one 
of three parts. Parts 2 and 3 are being finalized. The 
finished book will be an attractive volume of 300-to-
350 pages and, as presently planned, will retail for $50 
with options for a reduced price. 

Anyone interested in joining us in our mission to 
promote the history of German-speaking immigration 
in the South Bay can call me at 408.997.3309 for 
more information. Meetings are held in Germania 
Hall according to the support needed for project 
milestones. 

William “Woody” Woodcock

language
Come and join our “Stammtisch” if you want to 
practice your German. We meet eveRy otHeR WeDNesDay 
at Hardy’s in Sunnyvale betWeeN 7:30 aND 8:00 p.m. For 
more info call me at 408.210.9491. 

Albert Zimmermann

Dance group
The Tanzgruppe would like to thank Edmund Leons 
for meeting us after hours and showing us the club’s 
protocol.  New member, Matthew Blackburn, stepped 
forward to be the abteilung’s secretary and is excited 
to be part of the department leadership team.  We’re 
excited for Matt’s sense of German Club volunteerism.

Claudia Weller, Susan Torngren, and Martina Keim’s  
80’s and 70’s music dance sequel featuring D.J. 
Dominique was well-attended and got us started on 
the right track.  

Our next event is tRacHt NacHt oN tHe last FRiDay oF tHe 
moNtH FRom 8:00pm until our feet hurt at our historic 
clubhouse’s spacious dance floor.  On suNDay, august 
28tH FRom 11:00 am to 5:00 pm at the clubhouse there 
will be ‘augtobeRFest’ FeatuRiNg almeNRauscH.  Burgie 
Vorrath wants to do another line dancing event 
perhaps in the fall.   

Finally, join us at Squaw Valley USA on satuRDay, 
septembeR 24tH FoR tHe squaW valley oktobeRFest FRom 
2-6 pm.  As always, stay tuned to our section on the 
website for our meeting times, event details and 
rehearsal information.  You may always reach us at 
415.572.6490 or at germaniatanzgruppe@gmail.com. 
Auf geht’s!

Stephen Goth

schützen
The scHützeNFest at tHe pHoeNix club in Anaheim will 
be held on July 16.

Our regular meetings and target shooting will start 
again on august 28. Generally, our meetings are on the 
last suNDay oF tHe moNtH staRtiNg at 11 am. 

We are not having a meeting in July. Guests are always 
welcome to attend and try out their shooting skills.

Gut Schuß, Werner Springer

Kaffeeklatsch
Our Mothers’ Day lunch in May and the meeting in 
June were well attended. Everyone enjoyed the good 
food.

We are on our summer break during July, but I hope 
to see many of you at our next meeting on august 9.

Edith Meyer



3

Club Contacts

germania verein
261 North 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95112

GermaniaVerein@aol.com  408.275.9308
www.germaniaverein.org

board of Directors
pResiDeNt Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949
vice pResiDeNt Dennis Mueller 408.246.4644

secRetaRy Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
tReasuReR Chris Rehmeyer  408.249.3047

Directors
Tricia Nelson  408.529.8295
Carl Schmidt  408.718.5413

Claudia Weller  408.997.2089
Reinhard Wolf  408.847.3920

Departments
cHoiR Melissa Guerrero  831.905.0508

caRNival Georg Breitling  408.448.5084
DaNce Stephen Goth  415.572.6490

kaFFeeklatscH Edith Meyer  408.379.6540
laNguage Albert Zimmermann  408.281.8949

sHootiNg Georg Breitling  408.448.5084
skat Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091

committees
aiello Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949

baR Marianne/Wilhelm Grotheer  408.253.5218
Festivities Open Position

membeRsHip Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
puRcHasiNg Open Position

ReFResHmeNts Hildegard Wehner  
408.246.4644

ReNovatioNs Open Position
suNsHiNe Jutta Kiel  408.241.4132

Newsletter
eDitoR Susanne Ivarson  707.292.5470

nachrichten@germaniaverein.org

german pioneers
Learn about our German ancestors who have 

contributed to this area since 1841. Visit  
www.germanamericanpioneers.org or  
contact Maria Brand at 408.270.4888.

Department News
carnival
Hello to all of our carnival friends. Our new season 
will begin again in August 2016. Stay tuned for more 
details in the next newsletter.

Alaaf and Helau, Klaus Vorrath

skat
We need new players to join the fun! Anyone 
interested in the German card game, Skat, is welcome 
to join, experienced or not. We meet eveRy tHiRD 
tHuRsDay at 7:30pm upstairs and hope to see you there. 

Gut Blatt, Klaus Glimski

Committee News
sunshine
To all “Germania Familie” members who are traveling 
during the summer months we wish you safe and 
enjoyable times; hopefully returning with special 
experiences and memories to share at our next 
gathering either at the August Membership meeting 
or the Vienna Cafe.

Our thoughts are with our friends who are under the 
weather; do let us know so that we can get in touch 
with you and let you know that you are in our hearts.

Wishing all members lots of Sunshine so that you can 
share it with each other.

The most previous gift given by a friend is the time 
spent with you.

Jutta Kiel

membership
A hearty welcome to ReNé claus, our newest member 
of the Club. We are looking forward to seeing him at 
our events.

At the vieNNa caFé we will be honoring all members 
who have joined our Club 25 and 50 years ago. 

We are enclosing new membership cards which will 
entitle members to get a 10% discount on drinks and 
food at Ludwig’s, our new restaurant. You will have to 
show your membership card with a valid ID in order 
to receive this discount – no exceptions. 

Ute Nelson

Other News
summer break
We are on summer break and  
there are no meetings in July.

special request
At our august membeRsHip meetiNg 
oN august 5, we will be visited 
by a teacher from the German 
International School in Mountain 
View. 

She would like to have some of 
her students do an oral interview 
with members from our club who 
are 65 and older, and who can talk 
about when and why they came to 
America. 

She would then like to set up a 
meeting between her interviewing 
students and the members. Please 
think about it if you are interested. 

Sonnenstich
Ein Schwan sich selbst im See erblickt. 
Da ruft er plötzlich ganz geknickt: 

„Oh je, so ist es also wahr, 
mein Hals ist lang und weiß mein Haar!“

Ein Entenpärchen schwimmt vorbei 
und hört sein lautes Wehgeschrei. 
Kopfschüttelnd meint der Enterich: 

„Ein klarer Fall  von Sonnenstich!“

Anita Menger



Department 
Meetings

carnival
Every 2nd Monday of the month at 10a.m.

choir
Every Tuesday at 7:30p.m.

Dance group
Last Friday of the month at 8p.m.

Hiking
No hikes scheduled presently.

Historical society
Details coming soon.

Kaffeeklatsch
Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12p.m.

language group
Stammtisch meets every other Wednesday.

Call for additional event dates.

skat
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30p.m.

schützen
Meetings are on the same day as
the target shooting which is the

last Sunday of the month at 11a.m.

Germania Verein, Inc. 
261 North 2nd Street  

San Jose, CA 95112
www.germaniaverein.org
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Die Heinzelmännchen vom  
Germania Verein 
the sprites of germania verein
Have you ever wondered who takes care of our clubhouse that Germania bought almost 
100 years ago? Well, it is time to mention some of those ‘Heinzelmännchen’ that come 
to repair, clean, built, and work as volunteers to keep the house in shape without hardly 
anyone noticing. I would like to introduce some of them to you. Unfortunately, I do not 
have pictures of everyone.

Years ago, after the fire, when we started talking about renting out the restaurant again, 
we were going back and forth on what to do, until acHim scHomaNN decided to just take 
things in his hands and get going. He discussed the layout of a new kitchen with the 
architect and then simply built it with some dedicated helpers. He built a great kitchen 
which is still to code and accepted by the City and the Health Department.

There is klaus voRRatH who spearheaded the painting of the building four years ago, and 
there are ReiNHaRD meieR, WilHelm gRotHeeR, and eDmuND loeNs who come to clean, check, 
build, and fix things.

I definitely need to mention klaus glimski, who seems to live at the club. He knows every 
electrical cable and outlet in all the crevices of the building. Together with Wilhelm, 
Reinhard, and Hermann they even know how to do plumbing!

HeRmaNN ReHmeyeR, our liaison to the new in-house restaurant, spent most of his free 
time during the last year interviewing prospective tenants (we had five), watching the 
progress of the renovation of the restaurant, being there when contractors came, and 
when advice was needed.  His car finds his way to the club by itself!

There are many others who come and help to keep our Clubhouse alive, and I would like 
all of our Heinzelmännchen to know that your dedication is greatly appreciated and we 
thank you!

Ute Nelson



Picnic in Vasona Park
June 5, 2016




