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Upcoming Events
Faschingsball
Date: Saturday, January 30, 2016
time: Doors open at 12 noon 
Lunch: Lunch will be served at 1 p.m. 
entertainment: Music by Bill Bly starts at 2 p.m.
tickets: Tickets $35 per person
information: Tickets available from Frieda Sonkson 408.448.5084, 
Hedi Loehns 408.446.4140, Burgie Vorrath 650.592.9665, or  
Klara Kahlen 408.889.3004

January / February 2016

President’s Message
For the benefit of all our members, I am going to repeat much of what I 
said in my State of Germania Speech and what was discussed at the year-
end Annual Shareholder’s Meeting and Christmas event on December 5th 
at the Germania. I also want to express what a great pleasure it was hear 
the youth choir “Madrigals” sing for us at Germania. Their performances 
were so uplifting and their singing “in the round” was unique and heart-
warming. The format to combine our Annual Shareholder’s meeting and 
our Christmas celebration was a real winner in my opinion. 

We have a lot to be thankful for in 2015. In the November newsletter I tried 
to think of every task that members take care of to keep our operation 
ongoing and I am proud of all the support the club has and still we can 
always use more involvement from our members. Our most prestigious 
event, the “Appreciation Dinner” will be held early next year to honor our 
standout members.

The Germania remains financially sound and the 2016 budget has been 
approved. Our key revenue generator, Aiello, had tenant leases and 
their compliance thoroughly reviewed by Reinhard Wolf. The board and 
membership were brought up to date on what our lessee and lessor 
responsibilities are. Our restaurant has now been leased and our new 
business relationship with Nicole and Ben of “Ludwig”, who will open a 
bar/restaurant in February 2016, will be an important additional revenue 
stream and a key to the future. It will also be a source for new services 
and events for Germania and catering/restaurant services for our 
membership and general public. 

During the transition to make improvements for the restaurant “Ludwig”, 
we will be undergoing some renovations and we will also have a 
disruption of our club liquor license, which will be an inconvenience for 
probably the first quarter of the year, but I also feel this is a sacrifice we 

as a Club have to make so we can enjoy benefits and 
a solution for long into the future when we have a full-
service restaurant and bar in our midst. In December 
we have continued meetings with ABC (Alcohol 
Bureau) about licensing so we can better understand 
our options during the transition and make plans for 
the 2016 Club Calendar. Each Department will receive 
an update as soon as we have the needed information 
about our new limits on serving our own alcohol. We 
will try our best to keep everything going as usual, 
but first and foremost we will need to follow the new 
liquor license rules. There will for sure be changes and 
after we have a clearer picture, then in January we will 
be able to incorporate new rules and schedule events 
on the 2016 Germania calendar. 

We will continue to promote our club to increase 
the membership. Publicity with the local university 
and the South Bay Deutscher Schulverein (SBDS) will 
hopefully result in new activities and Abteilungen. 
Another item of importance that can put the Germania 
and German community a bit more in the forefront in 
the coming year is Maria Brand’s German Immigrant 
history book that will hopefully be published and 
available next year. 

Happy New Year to you all, 
Albert Zimmermann

2016 Calendar
January

8 Membership Meeting
30 Faschingsball

February
5 Membership Meeting

InFormatIon about our Club’s events In 
our next newsletter.

Happy New Year!



In Memoriam
Gisela Reinhold
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Birthdays

January
Margaret Bubert

Samuel Dougherty
Ingrid Fust

Walter Harding
Rozsa Harding
Herta Hoche
Anna Hoegel

Helga Hoffmann
Erwin Hoffmann

Kurt Janszen
Jutta Kiel

Hans Muskat
Jamaie Seif

Joyce Williams
Albert Zimmermann

February
Brigitte Andermatt

Frank Busch
Stacey Cler

Monica Dournaee
Rick Ehler

Barbara Figone
Carina Frazer

Margrit Gipner
Wilhelm Grotheer

Don Haderle
Brigitte Heinze

Helga E. Hoffmann
Thomas G. Holford

Ingrid Lang
Helmut Lippert

Hedi Loens
Ludwig Meyer

Henry Muth
Ursula Scheelke
Josef Schwarzl

Elizabeth Stamp
Barbara Tuma
Burgie Vorrath
Anne Wipfler

Blanca Zimmermann

Department News
Kaffeeklatsch
Our group had a wonderful Christmas luncheon. The 
Glühwein was donated by Anna Hoegel, and the food 
from our new tenant was delicious. With poems being 
read and the sing-along of Christmas songs we all 
enjoyed ourselves. 

Our next meetings will be January 12 anD february 9. 
Please come and join us for a relaxing afternoon.

Have a Happy New Year, 
Edith Meyer

language
Come and join our “Stammtisch” if you want to 
practice your German. We meet every other WeDnesDay 
at Hardy’s in Sunnyvale betWeen 7:30 anD 8:00 p.m. For 
more info call me at 408.210.9491. 

Albert Zimmermann

Carnival
Our Carnival dance will be on Saturday, January 30th, 
2016 at the Germania hall San Jose. Please join us with 
or without costume for a lot of fun.

Doors will open at 12 noon a delicious hot meal 
will be served at 1pm and music by Bill Bly will start 
at 2p.m. Admission is $35 and tickets are available 
from Frieda Sonkson 408.448.5084, Hedi Loehns 
408.446.4140, Burgie Vorrath 650.592.9665, or Klara 
Kahlen 408.889.3004

We hope to see many of you!

Alaaf and Helau, Klaus Vorrath

skat
e will meet on January 21 and february 18. 

Interested players, experienced or not, are 
welcome to join us every thirD thursDay, at 

7:30 pm, in our upstairs lounge. 

Gut Blatt, Klaus Glimski

schützen
he last Schützen event in 2015 was our annual 

Christmas party. Everyone had a great time. 
The decorated meeting room, food, and drinks 

added to the party stimmung.

The next Schützen meeting will be on January 31. This 
is also were the annual awards for the year 2015 will be 
presented. All members should be wearing the green 
uniform. For lunch we will have Grünkohl (kale).

In October, I inadvertently omitted to mention 
that Siegfried Boldt won the title of Herbst King. 
Congratulations, Siegfried, well done.

The regular meetings and target shooting are on the 
Last sunDay of the month starting at 11 am. Guests are 
welcome to attend and try out their shooting skills

Gut Schuß, Werner Springer

Choir
As always, our Christmas Concert on December 13 
was a success with the choir singing to a full house in 
Germania Hall. Solos by soprano Karen Buck and by 
tenor Don Neely were enthusiastically rewarded with 
applause. 

Our next challenge is hosting next year’s Singers 
Kommers, the annual festival of German choirs in 
northern California, which will be held on saturDay, 
february 27, 2016, in the Italian-American Heritage 
Hall in downtown San Jose. We expect some 250-300 
guests from seven choirs around the area, many of 
whom are old friends whom we enjoy seeing every 
year wherever the festival is held. 

Tickets will go on sale at the beginning of February. 
Admission includes the choir program, followed by 
dinner and dancing to the tunes of everyone’s favorite 
dance musician Jan Meer. Contact any choir member 
for tickets. 

So this would be a perfect time for any interested 
singers, male or female, young or old, at any level 
of musical or German language proficiency, to join 
us in preparation for the Kommers. We will start our 
practices again in the new year on tuesDay evening, 
January 12 at 7:30 pm in Germania Hall and each 
following Tuesday. You can get more information 
about joining the choir from Edith 408.379.6540 or me 
408.997.3309.

William “Woody” Woodcock
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Club Contacts

Germania verein
261 North 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95112

GermaniaVerein@aol.com  408.275.9308
www.germaniaverein.org

board of Directors
presiDent Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949
vice presiDent Dennis Mueller 408.246.4644

secretary Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
treasurer Chris Rehmeyer  408.249.3047

Directors
Tricia Nelson  408.529.8295
Carl Schmidt  408.718.5413

Claudia Weller  408.997.2089
Reinhard Wolf  408.847.3920

Departments
choir Manfred Trogisch  408.255.2118

carnivaL Georg Breitling  408.448.5084
kaffeekLatsch Edith Meyer  408.379.6540

Language Albert Zimmermann  408.281.8949
shooting Georg Breitling  408.448.5084

skat Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091

Committees
aieLLo Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949

bar Marianne/Wilhelm Grotheer  408.253.5218
festivities Open Position

membership Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
purchasing Open Position

refreshments Hildegard Wehner  
408.246.4644

renovations Open Position
sunshine Jutta Kiel  408.241.4132

newsletter
eDitor Susanne Ivarson  707.292.5470

nachrichten@germaniaverein.org

German Pioneers
Learn about our German ancestors who have 

contributed to this area since 1841. Visit  
www.germanamericanpioneers.org or  
contact Maria Brand at 408.270.4888.

Committee News
sunshine
It was so nice to see so many of you at our Membership 
meeting - Christmas Lunch - Concert - Sing-a-long; 
what a treat it was. Thank you to all who have helped 
to put this fabulous event together; it shows that our 
Germania Familie is strong, becoming even stronger 
in the upcoming year.

To our Germania family members who are under the 
weather: we keep you in our hearts and thoughts, you 
are not forgotten.

Wishing all of you a healthy and prosperous New Year.

Count your age by friends, not years -  
count your life by smiles, not tears

Sunshine to all of you, Jutta Kiel

membership
Happy New Year! Please welcome 
our new members:

Jamie seif, anDrea fLeiner, rick ehLer, 
DougLas Davis, samueL Dougherty, 
anD eLizabeth baur. We’ll love to 
see you at many of our events.

Our statement for the 2016 
membership dues will be going 
out soon. Please submit your 
payments as soon as possible. 
Thank you.

Ute Nelson

Choir Concert Dec. 13, 2015

The Choir

Christmas Poem by 
Margaret Bubert

Solo by Don Neely

Solo by Karen Buck



Department 
Meetings

Carnival
Every 2nd Monday of the month at 10a.m.

Choir
Every Tuesday at 7:30p.m.

Hiking
No hikes scheduled presently.

Kaffeeklatsch
Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12p.m.

language Group
Stammtisch meets every other Wednesday.

Call for additional event dates.

skat
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30p.m.

schützen
Meetings are on the same day as
the target shooting which is the

last Sunday of the month at 11a.m.

Germania Verein, Inc. 
261 North 2nd Street  

San Jose, CA 95112
www.germaniaverein.org
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Simples Neujahrslied
Vorüber ist das alte Jahr, 
Ich wünsche Glück zum neu’n! 
Was euch das alte noch nicht war 
Soll euch das Neue sein.

Ich greife zu dem vollen Glas, 
Und trink es aus und sag, 
Ich wünsche jedem Alles was 
Er selbst sich wünschen mag.

Ich wünsch euch Alles, was auch euch 
Befriediget und reizt, 
Und dass mit euern Wünschen sich 
Der meinen keiner kreuzt!

So treten wir ins neue Jahr 
Getrosten Mutes ein – 
Und was im alten noch nicht war, 
Erfülle sich im neu’n!
Ludwig Eichrodt (1827-1892)

Schützen Königs Party Aug. 8, 2015


