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Upcoming Events
General Meeting and Christmas Luncheon
Date: Saturday, December 5, 2015
time: Doors open at 11:00 am
Lunch: Lunch, coffee, and cake will be served free to all Germania 
Members. Non-member spouses and partners attending are $10.
entertainment: Madrigals Acapella Choir and we will have a sing-a-long 
of Christmas songs.
reservations: Make reservations by December 1
information: For more info call Hildegard Wehner at 408.246.4644 or 
Marianne Grotheer at 408.253.5218.

Choir Christmas Concert
Date: Sunday, December 13, 2015
time: Doors open at 2 pm / Concert begins at 3 pm
Dinner: A light dinner will follow the the concert  
entertainment: Jan Meer will play for dancing pleasure
tickets: Tickets $35 per person
information: For more info and tickets call Edith Meyer 
at 408.379.6540 or any choir member.

November / December 2015

President’s Message
Nearly another year has passed and the Germania has 
plenty to be thankful for. We have a beautiful Club 
house, a place to congregate, to meet and have fun 
and sing and dance and shoot and talk and enjoy time 
together, a house that we can call “Home”. And like in 
any home, sometimes there a difference of opinion, 
but remember we all probably have the same goal 
and there are just different ways to get there. And 
what we have done again in this past year is move 
forward together toward common goals of keeping 
our German heritage and traditions alive and next 
year will be 160 years that we have been in existence. 

I will take this opportunity now to say “THANK YOU” 
to everyone that keeps the Germania Verein moving 
along. We have our Board Members, our Abteilung 
Leaders, our committee members, our printer and 
webmaster, our shoppers and repairers, refreshment 
providers, door-openers, door-closers, cleaning 
crews, dishwashers, recyclers, light-bulb-changers, 
decorators, dancers, technicians, planners and rule-
makers and proof-readers and contract writers and 
table haulers and chair-setters, and sausage-cookers 
and waterballoon fillers and ticket-sellers and ticket-
takers and money counters and budget makers and 
all the other volunteers that make events possible 
and that keep the doors open at Germania. You know 
who you are -- Thank you for all your efforts in 2015. 

There is an opportunity for everyone to take their 
membership to the next level. It should be no secret 
that after the new year our Appreciation Dinner 
will take place in a special restaurant and Germania 
volunteers will be served a delicious meal and some 
drinks and have a nice evening with our friends and 

Germania family. This gesture is a token of our appreciation. There is 
always more space at the table -- volunteer some of your time at the 
Germania and share your ideas and your efforts -- and then we would 
love to invite you to join us. Our token of appreciation is not much, a 
dinner, some drinks, a handshake, a hug, a pat on the back, a kiss on the 
cheek. It is not much, but it is given with sincerity and respect because as 
a regular volunteer you have helped our Germania Verein through one 
more year. Thank your for volunteering your time. There is no way that 
we can repay your efforts, but we do extend a huge “Danke Schön!” and 
a place at the table and a place in the history of Germania Verein.

We need you back again in 2016. Bring an existing member, a friend, a co-
worker, a son or daughter or grandchild or anyone that wants to be part 
of our journey because next year we might be looking for members to 
be hikers and wine-tasters and beer brewers and pretzel makers and DJ’s 
and book readers and movie-goers and popcorn shakers and German 
conversation makers as we try to expand what the Germania Verein can 
be to interest new members and keep existing members coming back.

I want to wish all our members a wonderful Thanksgiving, Happy 
Holidays and a healthy New Year!

 Albert Zimmermann

NoveMber
6 Membership Meeting

DeCeMber
5 Membership Meeting /

Christmas Luncheon
8 Kaffeeklatsch Christmas Luncheon

13 Choir Christmas Concert

2015 Calendar



In Memoriam
Poldi Muskat
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Birthdays

November
Brigitte Beyer
Günter Beyer

Georg Breitling
Otto Fuggis

Clarice Gault
Emilie Hunt

Susanne Ivarson
Werner Kahlen

Wolfgang Lochner
Christa Logue
Jule Lueders
John Nyberg

Susana Ruecker
Hans Scheelke

Achim Schomann
Erna Trogisch
Doris Wacker

Liselotte Zaechelein

December
Ellen Berg

Dittmer Bubert
Barbara Burt
Gerhard Fritz

Marianne Grotheer
Johann Hoffmann

Joachim Jaeger
Elli Keil

Hans Kruger
Paul Lang

Christa Mueller
Elisabeth Muth
Karin Neumaier

Carl Schmidt
Rudi Schulz
Ingrid Stahl
Alois Stock

Christine Swanson
Hildegard Werle

Arlette Zimmermann

Department News
Kaffeeklatsch
Süsser die Glocken nie klingen….!!! The calendar tells 
us that the holiday season is just around the corner 
and people are getting busy with preparations for the 
most wonderful time of the year.

The Kaffeeklatsch Department plans our traditional 
Christmas Luncheon which will be held on December 
8th, at 12:00 noon We start with Anna’s delicious 
Glühwein followed by a nice Christmas meal, which 
has not yet been determined. There is no charge for 
our department members. Guests are welcome at $30 
per person. We are looking forward to seeing you all. 
At our meeting on November 10 we will take a head 
count for the caterer. So please attend.

To all our friends and members of the Germania Verein 
we wish a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Edith Meyer

Schützen
he last Schützen function in San Jose was the 

Fall dinner dance on October 24. Thank you to 
all who were able to attend.

Last month Siegfried Boldt won the title of Herbst 
King. Congratulations! 

The last two meetings in 2015 will be on october 25 
anD on november 29. The regular meetings and target 
shooting are on the Last sunDay of the month starting 
at 11 am. Guests are welcome to attend and try out 
their shooting skills

Gut Schuß, Werner Springer

Language
Come and join our “Stammtisch” if you want to 
practice your German. We meet every other WeDnesDay 
at Hardy’s in Sunnyvale betWeen 7:30 anD 8:00 p.m. For 
more info call me at 408.210.9491. 

Albert Zimmermann

Carnival
ello to all our Carnival Friends. As you all 
know we had to cancel the Oktoberfest 

because of lack of interest. We did not sell 
enough tickets to make this event cost effective. We 
are very disappointed but hope that we see you all at 
our ‘Faschings-Ball’ at the end of January 2016.

Alaaf and Helau, Klaus Vorrath

Skat
We will meet on november 19 and December 17. 
Interested players, experienced or not, are welcome 
to join us every thirD thursDay, at 7:30 pm, in our 
upstairs lounge. 

Gut Blatt, Klaus Glimski

Choir
Our new choir season has just kicked off, with our 
thirty-some singers preparing a program of old and 
new holiday tunes for our ever-popular Christmas 
concert. It will be held on saturDay, December 13, in 
Germania Hall. Doors will open at 2pm with the choir 
program to start at around 3pm. A light dinner will 
follow with music for dancing provided by popular 
melody-maker Jan Meer. Tickets for this event will 
go on sale towards the beginning of November and 
can be obtained by calling Edith Meyer or other choir 
members as soon as tickets are available.  

On October 10, eleven of our singers participated in a 
grand affair at the Altenheim in Oakland celebrating 
their 125th jubilee birthday. Several hundred attendees 
enjoyed a short concert by a choir made up of singers 
from choirs of the Pacific Singing Society. Germania 
singers made up a third of that choir, assuring that our 
presence was unmistakable.   

Interested singers, male or female, young or old, at 
any level of musical or German language proficiency, 
are welcome to try us out in time for the Christmas 
concert. We practice at Germania Hall every tuesDay 
evening at 7:30 pm. You can get more information 
about joining the choir from Edith 408.379.6540 or me 
408.997.3309.

William “Woody” Woodcock
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Club Contacts

Germania verein
261 North 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95112

GermaniaVerein@aol.com  408.275.9308
www.germaniaverein.org

board of Directors
presiDent Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949
vice presiDent Dennis Mueller 408.246.4644

secretary Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
treasurer Chris Rehmeyer  408.249.3047

Directors
Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091

Walter Harding  408.286.8989
Claudia Weller  408.997.2089
Reinhard Wolf  408.847.3920

Departments
choir Manfred Trogisch  408.255.2118

carnivaL Georg Breitling  408.448.5084
kaffeekLatsch Edith Meyer  408.379.6540

Language Albert Zimmermann  408.281.8949
shooting Georg Breitling  408.448.5084

skat Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091

Committees
aieLLo Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949

bar Marianne/Wilhelm Grotheer  408.253.5218
festivities Open Position

membership Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
purchasing Open Position

refreshments Hildegard Wehner  
408.246.4644

renovations Open Position
sunshine Jutta Kiel  408.241.4132

Newsletter
eDitor Susanne Ivarson  707.292.5470

nachrichten@germaniaverein.org

German Pioneers
Learn about our German ancestors who have 

contributed to this area since 1841. Visit  
www.germanamericanpioneers.org or  
contact Maria Brand at 408.270.4888.

Committee News
Sunshine
Yes, the Holiday Season is getting closer and I would 
like to wish all of our Germania Family members a 
peaceful and wonderful time to be enjoyed with 
friends and family. Come join us for our special 
meeting in December; this might be the perfect 
occasion to reminisce with friends about festivities 
from years past.

“angeLs are arounD us” A great big ‘thank you’ to our 
very special Germania family members who have 
been helping each other behind the scenes during 
difficult times; your generous gift of time, kindness 
and listening is not getting unnoticed; we are very 
grateful for your presence in our lives.

Love is the silver cup from which we taste the sweet 
richness of life.

Sunshine to all of you, Jutta Kiel

Membership
Please welcome our newest 
members uLrike kuehn and hoLLi 
mccormick. We hope to see you at 
many of our events.

Merry Christmas to all of you.

Ute Nelson

Fall Dance October 24, 2015



Department 
Meetings

Carnival
Every 2nd Monday of the month at 10a.m.

Choir
Every Tuesday at 7:30p.m.

Hiking
No hikes scheduled presently.

Kaffeeklatsch
Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12p.m.

Language Group
Stammtisch meets every other Wednesday.

Call for additional event dates.

Skat
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30p.m.

Schützen
Meetings are on the same day as
the target shooting which is the

last Sunday of the month at 11a.m.

Germania Verein, Inc. 
261 North 2nd Street  

San Jose, CA 95112
www.germaniaverein.org
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Weihnachtsgrüße
Ein Gedicht von Horst Winkler

Ich wünsche euch zum Weihnachtsfest 
Dass nur in Maßen es euch stresst 
Viel Harmonie und Muße schenkt 
Und auch mit Stille euch umfängt.

Mal ein, zwei Gänge runterschalten 
Trotz allem Trubel innehalten 
Für jeden, der das manchmal tut 
Ist es für Leib und Seele gut.

Die Wohltat und noch vieles mehr 
Die wünsche ich euch allen sehr.


