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Upcoming Events
Faschingsball
Date: Sunday, February 8, 2015
time: Doors open at 12 noon 
Lunch: Lunch will be served at 1 p.m. consisting of ½ 
barbecued chicken, potato salad, coleslaw, coffee and cake
entertainment: Music by Bill Bly
tickets: Tickets $35 per person
information: For info and tickets call Frieda and Georg at 408.448.5084

January / February 2015

President’s Message
I would like to wish all the Germania members and their families a healthy 
and happy new year!

In 2015, I will personally dedicate much of my efforts toward Germania 
membership. If we could pare away just for a moment all the duties that 
have to do with budgets and finance and Aiello and purchasing and 
planning and politics and by-laws and rules and enforcement and could 
just focus on membership, it would be clearer to us all that membership 
is the reason for our existence; it is the lifeblood of the club; it makes 
everything that we do possible. Membership has a great importance 
because without members we do not exist as the Germania Verein.

At a glance, there are three level at which we need to focus our 
membership efforts, and I think we do a good job with some levels and 
at other levels we have room for improvement. I want to always focus on 
the existing members’ needs and helping each department (Abteilung) 
meet their goals. At the same time, we need to focus on retaining our 
newest members and integrating them better into our club traditions 
and encourage them to be active and innovative participants. When 
individuals make that step to become a member we need to cultivate 
stronger ties with them immediately so they remain enthusiastic. If 
they join to become part of a department, the departments do a great 
job of including and retaining them; if they join as a general member 
then we need to make sure we help them find their way into the group 
that will keep them interested and coming back. Lastly, prospecting 
for new members and inviting people to join because we think they 
will be interested in our Club is probably the most difficult stage of 
membership to tackle and we really need to increase our efforts in this 
area. We have so much to offer with respect to German culture, heritage 
and tradition and we need to find new members that can benefit from 
existing departments and also new and current members that might 
want to develop a department of their own or even be a part of club 
management or on the Board.
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InFormatIon about our Club’s events In 
our next newsletter.

Some departments that we don’t currently have 
or that are not active at this time are Dancing 
(Tanzgruppe) and Hiking (Wandergruppe) and 
Soccer (Fussball) and even the Language Group 
(Sprachgruppe) needs some help. These are just a few 
ideas and there are many more, so maybe you have a 
suggestion. Under my own powers, I hope I can spend 
more time developing the Sprachgruppe and maybe 
there is someone out there that wants to work with a 
start-up group and organize another department for 
the benefit of the club. Let’s talk if you have ideas or 
suggestions you want to share with me.

I want to thank all the members and departments 
and committees for their staunch efforts to keep 
the club operating in good standing and creating 
a place where common interests can thrive and be 
shared. “Vielen Dank!” to the Kaffeklatsch, Skatgruppe, 
Schützenverein, Chor, Karnevalgruppe, and 
Sprachgruppe. Also, I value all the efforts of those 
members who have been part of committees that 
are responsible for Aiello, Festivities, Membership, 
Newsletter, Sunshine, Purchasing, Refreshments, 
Renovations, Fire and Safety, UGAS, and Liaison. 
Last, but not least, thank you to the Germania Board 
of Directors for their many hours of managing our 
organization. And looking forward, thank you in 
advance for helping to strengthen our membership 
in 2015.

Albert Zimmermann
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Birthdays

January
Margaret Bubert
Sieglinde Fuggis

Ingrid Fust
Walter Harding
Rosza Harding
Hertha Hoche
Anna Hoegel

Helga Hoffmann
Erwin Hoffmann

Kurt Janzen
Jutta Kiel

Eveline Koenig
Hans Muskat

Joyce Williams
Albert Zimmermann

February
Brigitte Andermatt

Frank Busch
Monica Dournaee

Barbara Figone
Carina Frazer

Margrit Gipner
Wilhelm Grotheer

Don Haderle
Brigitte heinze

Helga E. Hoffmann
Thomas Holford 

Ingrid Lang
Helmut Lippert

Hedi Loens
Ludwig Meyer

Henry Muth
Ursula Scheelke
Josef Schwarzl

Elizabeth Stamp
Barbara Tuma
Burgie Vorrath
Anne Wipfler

Blanca Zimmermann

Department News
schützen
2014 is now history and we are looking forward a better 
2015 for everyone.The San Jose Schützen had two 
successful functions in 2014. The annual Schützenfest 
and the Fall dinner dance. We are thankful for our 
loyal supporters and guests who were able to attend 
and celebrate with us on one or both of those events.

With 2014 behind us our focus is now on 2015 plans of 
our events. The 2015 schützenfest will be on saturDay 
apriL 11. The date for the Fall dinner dance has not 
been decided on at this time. More details to follow .

The regular meetings and target shooting are on the 
Last sunDay of the month starting at 11 am. Guests are 
welcome to attend and try out their shooting skills. 

Gut Schuß, Werner Springer

Carnival
ur group celebrated the opening of the carnival 
season 2015 at a restaurant in Santa Clara on  

November 11. We finalized our program for the 
carnivaL Dance (faschingsbaLL) which will be held on 
february 8, 2015 at the Germania Hall. Doors will open 
at 12:00 noon. Lunch/Dinner will be served at 1 PM 
consisting of 1/2 barbecued chicken, potato salad, 
coleslaw, coffee and cake. The music entertainment 
will be by Bill Bly. Admission is $35 per person. We 
hope that many of our club members are able to 
attend this event.

Alaaf and Helau, Klaus Vorrath

Kaffeeklatsch
Our Christmas Luncheon on December 9 was a very 
festive affair. Everyone enjoyed the Glühwein donated 
and prepared by Anna Hoegel and Martin Schimm. 
The food from Günther’s Delicatessen was excellent. 
Also, I would like to thank our members for all their 
helping hands during the past year and hope to see 
you all again at our 
next meetings on  
January 11 and 
february 10. 

Guests are always 
welcome.

Edith Meyer

skat
Interested card players, experienced or not, are 
welcome to join our Skat group every 3rD thursDay of 
the month. We will meet on January 15 and february 19 
upstairs in our lounge. For more information call me 
at 408.269.5091.

Gut Blatt, Klaus Glimski

Choir
he Germania Choir’s  

most popular concert  
of each year, our annual 

Christmas concert held in 
mid-December, was quite a  
success. We entertained a  
full house in a festively 
decorated Germania Hall. The 
program contained traditional German Christmas 
carols and also some American favorite songs, “Carol 
of the Drum” and “Winter Wonderland”. There was 
also a poem read by Margaret Bubert. The audience 
appreciated our performance with generous applause. 

After the official program the guests were invited 
to join in to sing some of the most favorite carols 
from Germany. For guests who wanted to swing 
their dancing legs there was lively music provided. 
Everybody had a good time visiting with friends and 
sharing memories of Weihnachten in the old country.

With the start of the new year we are now practicing for 
our February bus trip to the annual Sängerkommers, a 
music festival for German choirs in Northern California. 
This year it will be held at the familiar German Club 
in Sacramento. If you have a desire to join our thirty-
some singers, now would be a good time to come on 
board. We welcome singers of all ages, genders, and 
any level of singing (or German language) proficiency. 
We practice for two hours every tuesDay evening at 7:30 
pm upstairs in Germania Hall. 

You can get more information about joining the choir 
from Edith 408.379.6540 or me 408.997.3309.

William “Woody” Woodcock

language
Come and join our “Stammtisch” if you want to 
practice your German. We meet every other WenesDay 
at Hardy’s in Sunnyvale betWeen 7:30 anD 8:00 p.m. For 
more info call me at 408.210.9491. 

Albert Zimmermann
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Club Contacts

Germania verein
261 North 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95112

GermaniaVerein@aol.com  408.275.9308
www.germaniaverein.org

board of Directors
presiDent Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949
vice presiDent Dennis Mueller 408.246.4644

secretary Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
treasurer Chris Rehmeyer  408.249.3047

Directors
Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091

Walter Harding  408.286.8989
Claudia Weller  408.997.2089
Reinhard Wolf  408.847.3920

Departments
choir Manfred Trogisch  408.255.2118

carnivaL Georg Breitling  408.448.5084
kaffeekLatsch Edith Meyer  408.379.6540

Language Albert Zimmermann  408.281.8949
shooting Georg Breitling  408.448.5084

skat Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091

Committees
aieLLo Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949

bar Marianne/Wilhelm Grotheer  408.253.5218
festivities Open Position

membership Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
purchasing Open Position

refreshments Hildegard Wehner  
408.246.4644

renovations Open Position
sunshine Jutta Kiel  408.241.4132

newsletter
eDitor Susanne Ivarson  707.292.5470

nachrichten@germaniaverein.org

German Pioneers
Learn about our German ancestors who have 

contributed to this area since 1841. Visit  
www.germanamericanpioneers.org or  
contact Maria Brand at 408.270.4888.

Committee News
membership

e would like to welcome our newest 
members stephen goth and DaviD WenDt. 

We hope to see them at many of our events.

Our statements for the membership dues will go out 
soon. Please make sure to correct any mistakes in your 
address and, if possible, add your email address if not 
yet available to us. 

Also, if our life time members are no longer interested 
in receiving our newsletter, please let us know.

Thank you and best wishes for a happy New Year. 

Ute Nelson

A “future Germania member” 
catching up on the lastest edition 
of the Germania Nachrichten!

True friendship  

does not freeze  

in the winter.

The joy that you  

give to others is  

the joy that comes 

back to you. 

sunshine
The New Year is 
fast approaching 
with hopes for 
health and well 
being; these are my 
wishes to all of you. 

May the New Year 
make it possible for you to support 
our “Germania Familie” by attending our monthly 
meetings and special functions. 

We are grateful to our many volunteers who make it 
possible for the Germania Verein to exist and for us to 
enjoy each other’s friendships. 

Keep in touch with each other to nourish old 
friendships and form new ones.

Wishing all of you only the best with a lot of “Sunshine”.

Jutta Kiel

board of Directors
We welcome our new board directors, Claudia Weller 
and Reinhard Wolf. A big Thank You to our outgoing 
directors Carl Schmidt and Sigrid Wegener for their 
dedication during their office term.



Department 
Meetings

Carnival
Every 2nd Monday of the month at 10a.m.

Choir
Every Tuesday at 7:30p.m.

Hiking
No hikes scheduled presently.

Kaffeeklatsch
Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12p.m.

language Group
Stammtisch meets every other Wednesday.

Call for additional event dates.

skat
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30p.m.

schützen
Meetings are on the same day as
the target shooting which is the

last Sunday of the month at 11a.m.

Germania Verein, Inc. 
261 North 2nd Street  

San Jose, CA 95112
www.germaniaverein.org
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Neujahr
Mit gutem Vorsatz, Mut und Streben
starten wir ins neue Leben
was können wir wohl besser machen
was ließ uns weinen, was ließ uns lachen
wen haben wir mit uns schmerzlich vermisst
was ist geschehen, das niemand vergisst
für welche Taten spüren wir Reue
wer hielt uns im letzten Jahre die Treue
was uns im Herzen mit Stolz erfüllte
was uns mit Leiden und Trauer umhüllte
um welche Dinge mussten wir bangen
wer ist für immer von uns gegangen
was hat uns Kraft und Mut gegeben
wer bereicherte unser Leben
an was erinnern wir uns gerne
was bringt die Zukunft in weiter Ferne
wir feiern das Jahr, das alte Leben,
und hoffen, es wird ein Weiteres geben
das Ende, den Anfang, das Gute, das Schlechte
das Licht und die Schwärze, das Falsche, das Echte
langsam schwindet das, was war
auf ein gutes, neues Jahr

Happy New Year!



Kaffeeklatsch
December 9, 2014



Christmas Concert
December 14, 2014


