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Upcoming Events
Choir Christmas Concert
Date: Sunday, December 14, 2014
time: Doors open at 1:30 pm / Concert begins at 2 pm

Dinner: Dinner will be served at 3 p.m. 
entertainment: Jan Meer will play for your dancing 
pleasure
tickets: Tickets $35 per person
information: For more info and tickets call Hildegard 
Wehner at 408.246.4644 or any choir member.

November / December 2014

President’s Message
The year end is upon us again. Probably in January we will have our 
Appreciation Dinner to honor the many members that have served the 
club in the past year. This is a fine tradition and I want to congratulate 
the members and board members who many years ago had the vision 
to incorporate this event into our annual calendar. What a great way to 
say hello to the new year and good-bye to the old year by honoring the 
members that keep our club operating. 

It is not easy to have a vision, cultivate and nurture it and see it thrive for 
many years. I was recently a part of the German Heritage Night Soccer 
Game organizing committee who planned the inaugural event that took 
place on October 4 and this first time event was quite successful because 
many Germania members and the German-speaking community at large 
supported and attended the event. There are plans to have this event 
next year again and hopefully many more events year after year if we 
can keep the vision alive to highlight German heritage in our community.

Over 150 years ago, some German immigrants had a vision to start 
the Germania Verein and we are still here today and yet probably at 
a crossroads. It is no secret that the Germania Verein is facing many 
changes and challenges. Our membership numbers are down and 
our members are getting older and few of the sons and daughters of 
Germania members are knocking at our door to become members. Now 
after so many decades it appears that the city is really going to build 
skyscrapers right next to us and we are in the shadows of a reduction in 
parking spaces. The parking lot to the south of us appears to be a future 
building site and our small lot across the street at the armory would 
probably one day be a potential candidate for an office or apartment 
building. We may be left with limited street parking and the parking 
lot options on 3rd Street or Market Street which are a bit of a walking 
distance from our front door. With the proper planning and a refreshed 
vision we will persevere and will overcome these challenges. Maybe we 
have to spend more of our general fund for shuttle services or lobby the 
city to provide a shuttle route in our neighborhood to benefit everyone. 

Your Germania Verein Board of Directors works very hard to keep our 
club relevant and I hope in 2015 we can define our vision and plan for the 
future. We need to look at our by-laws and membership and what would 
entice higher numbers to join and then we have to offer services that 
keep members coming back. We want to keep our existing traditions and 
Abteilungen active and build up new ideas as well. Maybe a voting-class 
of member and a social non-voting membership? Maybe a corporate 
membership where companies with German roots like BMW or SAP 
use our “Hall” for social events or work events? Maybe a social agenda 
for our immediate neighborhood where we offer our neighbors a “tour” 
of the building or maybe a scholarship fund for students studying the 
German language? What about a “Hausmeister” that keeps our house 

November
7 Membership Meeting

DeCember
5 Membership Meeting /

Election of Board of Director
14 Choir Christmas Concert

2014 Calendar

safe and doors open for planned events so we have 
more foot-traffic? Can we build closer ties with other 
German Clubs like Excelsior German Center or the 
South Bay German School to create synergies that 
support common goals? I don’t have any answers yet, 
but we do need to brainstorm together and bounce 
some ideas off each other. Maybe we are overdue for 
another Town Hall meeting? Our Board of Directors 
has pondered some of these ideas and just touched 
the surface of other possibilities that can make our 
Germania Verein stronger and preserve the legacy 
that was started over 150 years ago. If you want to 
share your thoughts email me at albertzimmer@
yahoo.com. I would like to hear your input and ideas 
and I will share them with the Board. 

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday season and a 
healthy, happy new year!

Albert Zimmermann
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Birthdays

November
Brigitte Beyer
Günter Beyer

Georg Breitling
Otto Fuggis

Clarice Gault
Emilie Hunt

Susanne Ivarson
Werner Kahlen

Wolfgang Lochner
Christa Logue
Jule Lueders
Poldi Muskat
John Nyberg

Susanna Ruecker
Hans Scheelke

Achim Schomann
Erna Trogisch
Doris Wacker

Liselotte Zaechelein

December
Ellen Berg

Dittmer Bubert
Barbara Burt

Marianne Grotheer
Johann Hoffmann

Joachim Jaeger
Elli Keil

Hans Kruger
Paul Lang

Christa Mueller
Elisabeth Muth
Karin Neumaier
Emma Sawatzki

Carl Schmidt
Rudi Schulz
Ingrid Stahl
Alois Stock

Christine Swanson
Hildegard Werle

Arlette Zimmermann

Department News
Schützen
At our last meeting in September eDmunD Loens won 
the title of Herbst King.

October 11 we had the Schützen Grünkohl dinner 
dance. The kale or red cabbage served with sausage 
and potatoes made for a great dinner. All in all this 
was a great event enjoyed by all who attended.

Our regular meetings and target shooting are on the 
last Sunday of the month starting at 11 AM. Guests are 
welcome to attend and try out their shooting skills. 
There will be no meeting in December. 

Gut Schuß, Werner Springer, Secretary

Carnival
Once again carnival season is just around the corner 
and we are preparing to celebrate the opening of 
carnival season for 2014-2015 with a dinner at a nice 
restaurant in the San Jose area. We will inform you 
all as to when we will hold our carnival dance at 
Germania Hall in 2015.

Alaaf and Helau, Klaus Vorrath

Language
Our ‘Stammtisch’ meets every other WenesDay at 
Hardy’s in Sunnyvale betWeen 7:30 anD 8:00 p.m. For 
more info call me at 408.210.9491. 

Albert Zimmermann

Kaffeeklatsch
Fröhliche Weihnacht überall. Christmas bells are 
ringing. The holiday season is upon us with all the 
planning and preparation. We will come together on 
november 11 to discuss our Christmas luncheon which 
will be held on December 9th at 12 noon, and for which 
I need a head count. Guests are very welcome - so 
bring your spouse of significant other. To all members 
and friends we wish a joyous and peaceful holiday 
season. 

Edith Meyer

Skat
We will meet on november 20 and December 18 (might 
change). Interested players, experienced or not, are 
welcome to join us every thirD thursDay, at 7:30 pm, in 
our upstairs lounge.

Gut Blatt, Klaus Glimski

Choir
We are now a few weeks into our weekly practice 
sessions for our popular christmas concert, to be held 
on sunDay afternoon of December 14. We will present 
a program of many beloved Christmas tunes, old 
and new. We are also looking forward to a bus trip to 
the Sänger Kommers, the annual festival of German 
choirs in Northern California, which is coming up in 
February in Sacramento. 

If you have a desire to sing with us, now would be a 
good time to come on board. We welcome singers of 
all ages, genders, and levels of singing proficiency. We 
practice for two hours every tuesDay evening at 7:30 pm 
upstairs in Germania Hall. 

You can get more information about joining the choir 
from Edith 408.379.6540 or me 408.997.3309.

William “Woody” Woodcock

Committee News
Sunshine
Yes, we are getting ready for the Holidays and we 
would like to wish all of our Germania Family members 
a very enjoyable and peaceful time. Getting together, 
reminiscing and sharing friendship. 

Let us not forget those members who are not able 
to join us at the Germania Hall by keeping in touch, 
especially during this time when we need to know 
that we are thought of and not forgotten.

Please let me know if someone needs a very special 
“Sonnenstrahl”.

In this time of hope, may the tree of life bring to you 
its gifts of love and charity. 

Sunshine to all of you.

Jutta Kiel

membership
We welcome our newest member, Jennifer tuma. She 
is the granddaughter of one of our members and it 
is nice to have some young blood joining. As you all 
know our membership is aging a little and it might 
be wise if you start recruiting your children and/or 
grandchildren to join us in order to continue with the 
German traditions. 

Ute Nelson
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Club Contacts

Germania verein
261 North 2nd Street, San Jose, CA 95112

GermaniaVerein@aol.com  408.275.9308
www.germaniaverein.org

board of Directors
presiDent Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949
vice presiDent Dennis Mueller 408.246.4644

secretary Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
treasurer Chris Rehmeyer  408.249.3047

Directors
Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091

Walter Harding  408.286.8989
Carl Schmidt  408.718.5413

Sigrid Wegener  408.248.6169

Departments
choir Manfred Trogisch  408.255.2118

carnivaL Georg Breitling  408.448.5084
kaffeekLatsch Edith Meyer  408.379.6540

Language Albert Zimmermann  408.281.8949
shooting Georg Breitling  408.448.5084

skat Klaus Glimski  408.269.5091

Committees
aieLLo Albert Zimmerman  408.281.8949

bar Marianne/Wilhelm Grotheer  408.253.5218
festivities Open Position

membership Ute Nelson  408.241.2926
purchasing Open Position

refreshments Hildegard Wehner  
408.246.4644

renovations Open Position
sunshine Jutta Kiel  408.241.4132

Newsletter
eDitor Susanne Ivarson  707.292.5470

nachrichten@germaniaverein.org

German Pioneers
Learn about our German ancestors who have 

contributed to this area since 1841. Visit  
www.germanamericanpioneers.org or  
contact Maria Brand at 408.270.4888.

Other Events
Christmas bazaar  
Saturday, November 15 at the 
Excelsior German Center at the 
Altenheim in Oakland from 10am 
to 4pm. Entrance at 1720 McArthur 
Blvd. or at 1699 Excelsior Ave. 

Christkindlmarkt 
Sunday, November 30 at the 
Hermann Sons Hall, 860 Western 
Ave., Petaluma, from 10am to 4pm.

Fall Dance 2014

volkstrauertag
Sunday, November 16 members of the German 
community meet at 1:30pm at the entrance of the 
Golden Gate Cemetary, 1300 Sneath Lane, in San 
Bruno, to honor the fallen German soldiers burried 
there. A representative from the German Consulate 
and the pastor of the St. Matthew’s Church in San 
Francisco will speak and put down a wreath. The 
Deutscher Musikverein will play, and representative 
of the German army from Monterey will be present. 
This is an annual ceremony sponsored by UGAS S.F. 
(United German American Societies). 



Department 
Meetings

Carnival
Every 2nd Monday of the month at 10a.m.

Choir
Every Tuesday at 7:30p.m.

Hiking
No hikes scheduled presently.

Kaffeeklatsch
Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12p.m.

Language Group
Stammtisch meets every other Wednesday.

Call for additional event dates.

Skat
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30p.m.

Schützen
Meetings are on the same day as
the target shooting which is the

last Sunday of the month at 11a.m.

Germania Verein, Inc. 
261 North 2nd Street  

San Jose, CA 95112
www.germaniaverein.org
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Fall Dance 2014


